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By Steve Stalnaker
February is a month when, at least on the 14th,
thoughts turn to true love. I’m going to tell you a story
about true love.
The summer before I received my commission in the
United States Navy, I worked
as an intern on the Daily Oklahoman, the largest daily
newspaper in the state. Before I accepted my Navy commission, I asked Glenda, my
bride of a year and a half, if she was ready to put up
with the inconvenience of Navy life: the moving, the
not-so-great pay, the deference to wives of officers
senior to me and all that jazz.
She said to me: “I saw how much you loved working
on that newspaper. If you want to give that up to be a
naval officer, how can I stand in your way?”
That’s true love. Here’s another true love story:
After I retired from the Navy and we had the prospect of staying put for a while, I resurrected my
dormant model railroad hobby and was looking for a
place to put my toy trains. I mentioned this to Glenda,
and she gave up half of her side of our two-car garage
for my hobby. She designed a cantilevered structure to
(Continued on page 9)
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From the Pastor

Love Over Hate
Hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers over all wrongs.
Proverbs 10:12 NIV
Hate is a strong word. It defines a feeling of intense or passionate dislike—to loathe, detest, abhor or despise.
I taught my children to be careful not to use the word hate
when talking about people. The reason being it promotes one
to feel, speak and act on strong negative emotions. And without peaceful solutions, the feeling of hate can lead to conflict,
misunderstanding and the absence of compassion and understanding in our human interactions.
We have seen firsthand what hate can do. When we are given permission to react
on emotions with no peaceful solutions, hate for groups of people, the result of an
election or a congressional decision turns into hate of institutions, ideals and of people. And yes, hate can become violent and even deadly.
However, hate can be legitimate and justified. Did you know God hates sin and
evildoers (Psalm 5:4-6; Isaiah 1:6-17)? One of the reasons God hates sin and evildoers
is because they are the antithesis of Who God is and separate us from God (Genesis
3:8; Isaiah 59:2; Jeremiah 5:25).
In God’s sovereignty, God renders punishment, but also calls people to repentance, to change their ways. God’s response to sin and evil was so strong, God knew
(Continued on page 10)

Our February
Communion Offering Goes to
Heart Havens
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Candlemas and Groundhog Day
On Tuesday, Feb. 2, we wait to see if
Punxsutawney Phil – the groundhog – will see
his shadow. But that day is also Candlemas,
the last holiday of the Christmas season.
Candlemas is an observance of the
presentation of Jesus in the Temple and the
purification of the Virgin Mary, as related in
the Gospel of Luke:
22
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written
in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the
Lord.”) – Luke 2:22-23 (NRSV)
At that Temple presentation, 40 days after Jesus was born, Simeon the prophet
declared Jesus to be "a light for revelation to the Gentiles" (Luke 2:32). This is the first
New Testament promise that Christ would also be the Savior of the Gentiles.
During the Middle Ages, many holy feast days – “holidays” – acquired customs
that may or may not have had roots in the New Testament or in Christian practice.
The feast day commemorating Jesus’ presentation at the Temple and Mary’s purification came to be known as “Candlemas,” when the church blessed the candles to be
used throughout the year.
One of those customs Candlemas acquired was that the weather that day could
predict how much longer winter would last. A popular little ditty of those Middle Ages
goes:
“If Candlemas Day be fair and bright,
Then winter will have another flight,
But if it be dark with clouds and rain,
Then winter is gone and will not come again."
Thus a dark, cloudy day on Candlemas would predict a short winter, while a sunny
(Continued on page 11)
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The Vision Continues
Dear Disciples and Friends of Greenwood-Laurel Park Charge
The peace of Christ be with you.
As much as I am glad 2020 has ended, I am also grateful for the way God kept us
and continued to bless us and be with us during such a tumultuous year. Many
churches were forced to shut down and others have had to close, but God has seen
fit to allow our congregations to continue to stand.
We are so thankful that so many disciples and friends of Greenwood-Laurel Park
UMC Charge continued not only to give of their time and energy to ministry of our
churches, but also their tithes, offerings and memorial gifts which allowed us to meet
all of our financial obligations, do outreach and continue to worship together as a
community of faith. We appreciate so
much all you gave in 2020 and continue
to give, allowing ministry to continue at
Greenwood and Laurel Park United Methodist Churches.
The vision to be congregations
“Loving, Growing, Serving” continues in
2021! There will be adjustments to how
(Continued on page 12)

Greenwood’s Women’s Circles
The Ruth Circle will meet Wednesday Feb. 3 at 1 p.m. in the
home of Agnes Dalton.
The Willing Workers Circle will meet at 1 p.m. on Wednesday,
Feb. 10 at O’Charley’s. We’ll celebrate Gay’s birthday and Mary’s
retirement.
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Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
By Linda Walker
We have so much to be thankful to God for during
the coronavirus pandemic: scientists who developed
the vaccines, people who acted as “guinea pigs” to test
them, shipping companies who quickly and safely delivered the vaccines, government agencies that developed
a step-by-step vaccination process, and those who are
administering the doses.
Hopefully, you, dear reader, will receive the COVID-19 vaccine soon, if you
have not already. We know the shots are safe and will help protect us and our
loved ones. There are ways you can keep up-to-date with the process.
The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) has been tasked with carrying out
the various phases set up by the federal Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). We are now in Phase 1b, when shots will be given to frontline essential workers, people living in correctional facilities, homeless shelters, and
migrant labor camps, and persons aged 65 years and older.
Visit this VDH website for details about Phase 1b in Virginia: https://
www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/phase-by-health-district/. You can
then click on the locality in which you live. You can register online to let officials know that you are interested in getting the shots.
If you are contacted by persons who offer you the vaccine, and you have
not contacted them first, it is a scam, and you should ignore the information.
After we get our shots we will still need to wear masks, stay at least six feet
apart, avoid crowds, and wash our hands to protect against COVID-19.
After Phase 1b we will enter other phases until everyone in the U. S. who
wants to get shots gets them. This is an excellent VDH website to visit to read
the most up-to-date facts: https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-faq/
vaccination/.
Hold on to this article to reference it in the coming weeks. Please join me in
thanking God for loving us and protecting us yesterday, today, and tomorrow.
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Ash Wednesday Service and
Lenten Bible Study
Ash Wednesday Charge Service
Due to pandemic restrictions, the Greenwood-Laurel Park charge will not have an
in-person Ash Wednesday worship service. However, Pastor Josette invites us to a
virtual service online.
The service will be on Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 6:30
p.m. on Zoom. Click on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87607762866?
pwd=UVI0QUpjaHN2VnN5eDc1QUdNdm8vdz09
Or dial 301-715-8592, using meeting ID 876 0776 2866 and passcode 984223.
Pre-consecrated ashes will be available for those who wish to have them. Watch
the Quarantine Quips for details about when and where you can pick these up.

Lenten Bible Study
Savior — What the Bible Says about the Cross, beginning Thursday, Feb. 25 and running through Thursday,
April 1 at 6:30 p.m. each Thursday.
On Zoom at: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/86314338951?
pwd=NTdoUGk3S1MzYXFtR1pEbk5oUG1GZz09
Or dial 301-715-8592, using meeting ID 863 1433
8951 and passcode 239754.
The book for this study is available for purchase at
Amazon or you can drop a check in the offering plate for
$18.01, made out to Greenwood with “Bible Study” on
the memo line. Pastor Josette will then make a bulk order. Reserve yours by Sunday, Feb. 7.
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Pre-Packaged Communion Elements
The Virginia Annual Conference has authorized clergy to
virtually bless Communion elements for those still listening
or viewing services via virtual platforms.
Pre-packaged, already-consecrated Communion elements will be available for those not planning to attend
monthly first Sunday in-person Communion services.
Elements can be picked up Wednesday through Friday at the Greenwood church
office, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. during the last week of each month for the next month’s Communion.

Be Prepared — Read the Scriptures
February Lectionary Readings

Feb. 7

Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23;
Mark 1:29-39

Feb. 14

2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9

Feb. 17
Ash Wednesday

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10;
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Feb. 21

Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15

Feb. 28

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25; Mark
8:31-38
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Food Donation Connection
Bring your donations to the church office Tuesday through Friday, between 9 a.m.
and 1 p.m.

February Pick Up Rotation
Wednesday, Feb. 3; Charley Banks; Thursday, Feb. 4: Susan Johnston and Lewis
Daniel; Friday, Feb. 5: Adamarye and Riley Patteson.
Wednesday, Feb. 10: Jean Mowatt and William Gibbs; Thursday, Feb. 11 Susan
Johnston and Lewis Daniel; Friday, Feb. 12: Carolyn and Ray Smith.
Wednesday, Feb. 17: Charley Banks; Thursday, Feb. 18: Susan Johnston and Lewis
Daniel; Friday, Feb. 19: Adamarye and Riley Patteson.
Wednesday, Feb. 24: Jean Mowatt and
William Gibbs; Thursday, Feb. 25: Susan
Johnston and Lewis Daniel; Friday, Feb. 26:
Adamarye and Riley Patteson.

Missionary Clara Biswas Update
Greenwood-Laurel Park-supported missionary Clara Biswas will update us on
how God is at work in her Street Children Ministry in Cambodia, on Zoom on Thursday, Feb. 4 at 7:00 p.m. This event is no-charge, but registration is required; to register, click here. Sponsored by the UMC Global Ministries, #StillinMission Series.

Sunday Virtual Worship
Every Sunday at 11 a.m. at Greenwood
And on Zoom (click here) or dial 301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 829 5710 1589; password: 929829
Also on Facebook Live

Tuesday Prayer Call

Every Tuesday, 8 to 8:15 a.m. on Zoom (click here) or dial 301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 851 1374 4202; password: 452446
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True Love
(Continued from page 1)

support an 11 by 7-foot model railroad layout. Her design allowed her to tuck her car — her car, not mine —
underneath one side of the train layout while still allowing me full access to this miniature railroad empire.
Again, that’s true love.
To acknowledge that true love, I’m writing this
month about what will happen two months hence, in
April. On the 10th of that month, Glenda and I will celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary. I realize that, given
the advanced average age of Greenwood’s membership, 50 years of wedded bliss
may not be that impressive. Many of you readers have been together longer than
that. But to us, it’s a big deal, as it should be.
Putting up with me for over 50 years – through the ups and downs, good times
and bad times, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health – has got to take a love
that’s almost beyond my comprehension. I can’t begin to write how deeply I appreciate Glenda’s hanging around with me all these years. If you want to meet a real angel,
it’s her; she’d have to be an angel to be married to me. God bless Glenda!
As spectacular as this situation is, it pales to comparison against another example
of true love: Jesus’ sacrifice for me, for Glenda and for each of you. Jesus told us:
“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John
15:13 NIV) That’s a love I really can’t comprehend.
That passage is often quoted, but the context is sometimes left out. Read John
15:1—15 and you’ll see that not only is Jesus telling His disciples how much He loves
them, but He’s also telling them to love each other, and by extension, that we should
be loving each other. See verse 17: “This is my command: Love each other.”
So, whether you’ve enjoyed 50 years of marriage or not, or even not been married, still, carry out Jesus’ commandments: Love God, love each other.

Page 10

February 2021

Love Over Hate
(Continued from page 2)

He had to put a plan into place to cover us. God’s plan puts an end to the conflict with
God’s nature and the internal conflict of humans who are naturally born into sin. God
did not want to keep destroying and punishing the people He created and loved, over
and over again.
So, God sent Jesus. God loved the world so much He sent His only Son into the
world, not to condemn or destroy the world because of sin and evil, but to save the
world (John 3:16-17).
God is love. And Jesus is the manifestation of God’s love in the world over God’s
hate of sin. Accepting God’s love in Jesus through faith and repentance, we gain salvation rather than God’s punishment. We are not cast down or destroyed because of
our sin. But how do we access this love in our natural tendencies and interactions
with others?
The apostle Paul writes, “Be angry
but do not sin; do not let the sun go
down on your anger, and do not make
room for the devil” (Ephesians 4:26-27).
Choosing love over hate is an action
and lifestyle choice. It requires looking in
the mirror, having empathy, and being
willing to do the internal work. Choosing
to love exposes our insecurities, short-comings and sense of entitlement and creates
space for a change of heart, so our privileged expectations and strong emotions do
not overtake our humanity and who God is calling us to be.
When we choose love over hate, we fulfill the call of Jesus to love the Lord our
God with all our heart, and with all our mind, and love our neighbor as ourselves
(Matthew 22:37-39).

Pastor Josette Franklin
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Candlemas and Groundhog Day
(Continued from page 3)

day meant that winter would continue for
some time. The nice weather on Candlemas
was thought to be only a brief interlude
that would not last. The folk figured that
animals able to see their shadows on this
day would foreshadow a continuing harsh
winter.
When English-speaking settlers came to
what would become the United States,
many of them tended to be members of Christian communities that largely rejected
many Roman Catholic or Anglican holidays. They had little desire to celebrate Christmas, let alone related festivals like Candlemas. So, Candlemas never became a major
religious holiday in America, despite its link to Jesus’ visit to the Temple on day 40 of
His life.
Nevertheless, the weather predicting custom associated with Candlemas – Feb. 2
– survived in colonial America. Settlers of European descent now transferred the animal custom of seeing its shadow to the American woodchuck (a.k.a. groundhog).
Slowly this popular winter festival evolved, although shorn of its Christian roots.
Today Groundhog Day is a growing secular phenomenon in the U.S. But we can
still commemorate the roots of Groundhog Day in a holy day that celebrates an important event in the early life of Jesus – His presentation in the Temple and the declaration that He would be the Savior of all the world.
So, whether or not Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow, let’s remember the
presentation of Jesus in the Temple and His being declared to be the Messiah.
With help from Wikipedia and
Vance Morton, Communications Director,
Central Texas Conference UMC
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The Vision Continues
(Continued from page 4)

we do ministry in the months to come as we continue to adhere to the Virginia United Methodist Conference protocols in this pandemic. But we are still looking forward
as we plan and participate in meaningful worship and serve in the kingdom of God.
We continue to provide virtual (Facebook Live and Zoom) and in-person worship
services for both congregations (11 a.m.at Greenwood and 9:30 a.m. at Laurel Park).
Starting Thursday, Feb. 25 at 6:30 p.m. we’ll have a six-week Lenten study on
Zoom only, via video or phone. This year we will provide ashes for pick up as we prepare for a virtual Zoom-only Ash Wednesday service. The Saturday before Easter,
we’ll make a special delivery to our youth so they can enjoy an Easter Egg Hunt from
home.
Also, we continue to need your support as we provide Free Food Distribution every Friday at 6 p.m. to our neighbors struggling with food insecurity—canned meats,
fruits and vegetables and water are needed for this effort. We solicit your continued
prayers and your consideration in giving to the ministries at Greenwood and Laurel
Park for this year 2021!
If you want to give electronically to Greenwood ($GUMCVA) or Laurel Park
($LPUMCVA), each church has its own Cash App account — it makes it easy and convenient to give to our ministries.
Thank you all again for your support last year. We are praying for you and your
families. May God bless you and keep you and continue to shine on you!
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Josette L. Franklin
G r e e n w o o d ’ s o n Fa c e b o o k :
w w w. fa c e b o o k . c o m / g u m c va
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Greenwood Church Family
Birthdays

Gay Stapleton ................................... 2/1
Teresa Coleman ............................... 2/1
Lorrie Bowie ..................................... 2/7
Riley Patteson ................................ 2/19

Jordan Stapleton ............................ 2/20
Alison Smith ................................... 2/22
Joseph Stanley ................................ 2/22
Harry Shuler ................................... 2/28

Don’t see your birthday or wedding anniversary in The Twig Bender and would like to
have us publish it? Send your dates to admin@gumcva.org or call the church office at
804-266-5341; likewise, let us know if you’d like your birthday or anniversary removed.

Sign Up for Altar Flowers
Don’t forget the 2021 flower calendar posted in the back hall.
You’re invited to donate altar flowers in memory of or in honor of,
those you’d like to remember.
Cost of the altar flowers is $20; please pay in advance.

Twig Bender
is a publication of Greenwood United Methodist Church
Office Phone: 804-266-5341
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804-266-2019
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Visit our web site at www.gumcva.org
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Greenwood United Methodist Church
February 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Nat’l Freedom
Day (13th
Amendment
Signed 1865)

2 Groundhog
Day
Candlemas
8 a.m. Prayer
Call

3 The Day the
Music Died
1 p.m. Ruth
Circle

4
7 p.m. Clara
Biswas Update (see
page 10)

5
6 p.m. Free
Food

6 No Men’s
Breakfast
Lame Duck Day

8 Boy Scout Day

9
8 a.m. Prayer
Call

10 Umbrella
Day
1 p.m. Willing
Workers Circle

11 Make a
Friend Day

12 Lincoln’s
Birthday
6 p.m. Free
Food

13 World Radio
Day

14 Valentine’s
Day
Transfiguration
Sunday
11 a.m. InPerson and
Virtual
Worship

15 Presidents
Day

16 Mardi Gras
8 a.m. Prayer
Call

17 Ash Wednesday
6:30 p.m. Ash
Wednesday
Online Service

18 Nat’l Battery
Day

19
6 p.m. Free
Food

20 Cherry Pie
Day

21
11 a.m. InPerson and
Virtual Worship

22 Washington’s Birthday

23
8 a.m. Prayer
Call

24 Nat’l Tortilla
Chip Day

25 Nat’l Chili
Day
6:30 p.m. Lenten Bible
Study

26 Purim
Twig Bender
Deadline
6 p.m. Free
Food

27 Polar Bear
Day

7 Communion
Sunday
Scout Sunday
11 a.m. In-Person
and Virtual
Worship
Bible Study Book
Orders Due

28
11 a.m. InPerson and
Virtual Worship

February is Black History Month and
American Heart Month
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Mark Your Calendars
March 14 .......................................................................................... UMCOR Sunday
March 28 ...............................................................................................Palm Sunday
April 1 ........................................................................................... Maundy Thursday
April 4 ..................................................................................................Easter Sunday
May 9 ...................................................................................................Mother’s Day
May 31 ................................................................................................Memorial Day
June 20 .................................................................................................. Father’s Day
July 4 ........................................................................................... Independence Day

Our Mission
The mission of The United Methodist Church is to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.
Matt. 28:19

Our Vision
Loving > Growing > Serving

